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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1 . Group II will also be examined. 

Specification 

2. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: it lacks 
section headings such as "Summary of the Invention". 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. V 

4. Claims 1-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

5. Claim 1, line 6 recites "a springiness... comparable with that of cooked untreated 
rice". It is not clear what level of "springiness" would be considered "comparable". 

6. Claim 1 , line 8 recites "sothat". This should be changed to "so that". 

7. Claims 1 , 3, 5, 7-9, 1 1-12, 15-16, 18, 20-21 recite "preferably". It is not clear 
which range is being claimed. 

8. Claim 1, line 15 recites "a firmness... comparable with that of cooked untreated 
rice". It is not clear what level of "firmness" would be considered "comparable". 
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9. Claim 3 recites "the surface of the cross-section consists of pores". It is not clear 
how a surface can be made of only open spaces, such as pores. 

10. Claim 5 recites "a few holes". It is not clear how many holes would be considered 

a "few". 

1 1 . Claim 5, line 1 5 recites "it" It is not clear what "it" is. 

Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 102 

12. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

use ™ Pate ? t6d ° f de .l Cribed 3 printed P ubli «<tion in this or a foreign country or in public 

use or on sale ,n this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent into Unfed 

13. Claims 1-17, 19, and 21-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Greethead [Pat. No. 4,478,862]. 

Greethead teaches a method of making a rice product with a microporous structure 
(column 2, line 60), a preparation time of less than 8 minutes (column 1 , line 15), a lack 
of grittiness, a normal density of 0.8-0.85 kg/I (column 3, line 1), a final density of 0.3- 
0.6 kg/I (column 3, line 6), a lack of broken kernels, milled or polished rice (column 1 , 
line 9), heat treatment in an annular, fluidized, swirling, toroidal bed (Figure 1 , #1-3), a 
lack of transverse crack and holes greater than 500 microns, the air being at 100-600°C 
(column 3, line 40), a treatment time of 2-30 seconds (column 2, line 54), a starting 
water content of 13% (column 6, line 10), and recirculating gas (Figure 1, #16). 
Properties such as "springiness", "pore distribution", "colour", "cracks", "rim", and 
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"internal sponge" would have inherently been possessed by the product of Greethead 
due to the use of identical materials and method steps. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

14. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth m secbon 1 02 of th.s title, if the differences between the subject L^SSSSSo£Sdi«i 
nv?Zn art T.*" the SUbj6Ct matter as a whole wou,d hav * been obS at the ^iime the 

SZnZn h" 1 f 6 I 3 PerS ° n haVin9 ° rdinar y ski " in the art t0 whi <* said subject mattrpertains 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made 

15. Claims 18 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Greethead as applied, in view of Wayne [Pat. No. 3,085,013]. 

Greethead teaches the above mentioned concepts as well as an air blower (column 4, 
line 11). Greethead does not recite the rotational speed of the blower, namely at less 
than 50 Hz, or an air velocity of less than 25 m/s. Wayne teaches a method of heating 
rice in a fluidized bed of air moving at 10.7-61 m/s (column 3, line 10). It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to incorporate the air speed of Wayne into 
the invention of Greethead since both are directed to methods of heating rice, since 
Greethead already included a fluidized bed of air (Figure 1, #1-3), and since air moving 
at 10.7-61 m/s was commonly used for heating rice, as shown by Wayne (column 3, line 
1 0). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to operate the blower 
of Greethead, in view of Wayne, at less than 50 Hz since this speed would have been 
attempted during the course of normal experimentation, since Greethead simply does 



Application/Control Number: 09/889,977 Paqe 5 

Art Unit: 1761 

not state what speed was used, and since Wayne already teaches using air at 10.7-61 
m/s (column 3, line 10). 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Drew E Becker whose telephone number is 571-272- 
1396. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Thur. 8am-5pm and every other 
Fri. 8am-4pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Milton Cano can be reached on 571-272-1398. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). ^ ^X^^ 
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